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provided it with infinitely greater material resources.
What equivalents have we for the political, artistic and
spiritual elements in die education of Athens?
Consider politics first. Here we have different,
but perhaps better instruments"at our disposal,"wHicE
we have not yet Hilly usecL The meetings in the
eccksia enabled every Athenian to hear political prob-
lems debated by the ablest men of the day,, and to
make his own contribution in the debate. The radio
can do something..yjety, similar: we can hear political
leaders expound their policies. The speakers are more
likely to tell the truth at the microphone where they
are conscious of speaking to an independent and even
critical audience, than in Parliament where they are
supported by the massed battalions of their parties,
which are not independent and apt only to be critical
of departure from the party creed; a further check on
mendacity, humbug and rhetoric Is provided by the
knowledge that their opponents will be able to reply;
and as we listen, we can form some opinion not only
of the intelligence but of the good iaith and the
character of the speakers. Hie influence of political
broadcasts on elections is already considerable. But
the radio has an advantage over the ecclesia. It enables
us to hear not only the politician* but experts and inde-
pendent speakers, who have no party axe to grind, 00
party whip in the background to apply the lash to the
back of the party heretic: we can hear not only pro
and con but also tcrtium qmd* In so far we are much
better off than the Athenian who listened in the
ecclesia to Cleoa and Nicias biat not $0 Socrates*